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Lesson Three: The Two States of Christ

Westminster Larger Confession, Question 50

INherein consisted Christ's humiliation after his death?

Christ's humiliation after his death consisted in his being buried, and continui.g i. the state of
the dead, and under the power of death till the third day; which hath been otherwise expressed

in these words, He descended into hell.

Michael Pomazansky, Orthodox Dogmatic Theology

Christ, after his death on the cross, descended in his soul and in his divinity into hell, at the

same time that his body remained in the grave. He preached salvation to the captives of hell
and brought up from there all the Old Testament righteous ones into the bright mansions of the

kingdom ofheaven.

Catechism of the Catholic Church

Scripture calls the abode of the dead, to which the dead Christ went dowrL "hell" -Sheol in
Hebrew or Hsdes in Greek-because those who are there are deprived of the vision of God.

Such is the case for all the dead, whether evil or righteous, while they await the redeemer:

which does not mean that their loss is identical, as Jesus shows through the parable of the poor

man Lazarus who was received into "Abraham's bosom." It is precisely these holy souls, who
awaited their Savior in Abraham's bosom, whom Christ the Lord delivered when he descended

into hell (paragraph 633).

Hugh Schonfield, The Passoaer Plot
jesus contrived to be arrested the night before the Passover, fully aware that he would be nailed

to the cross the following day, but taken down before the onset of the Sabbath in accordance

with Jewish law. He would survive the agony of but three hours on the cross.... Given a drug
that would render him unconscious and make him appear dead, he would then be cut down
from the cross in a deathlike trance, removed by his accomplices to the tomb where he would be

nursed back to health and then "resurrected."

Michael Martin, The Case Against Chistianity
Surely, it is not beyond the realm of psychological possibility, ... that in first-century Palestine,

among the unsophisticated people who believed in the divinity of Jesus, one disciple's

haliucination of jesus could have triggered corresponding hallucinations in the others. The

contexf background, and psychological state of the disciples were no less congenial to this sort



of collective hallucination than those of the people in Salem or in Boston about three hundred
years ago.

Wayne Grudem, Sy stematic Theology

These narratives describe an event that is clearly designed to show the disciples that jesus went
to aplace. He did not suddenly disappear from them, never to be seen by them again. He
gradually ascended as they were watching, and then a cloud (apparently the cloud of God's
glory) took him from their sight. But the angels immediately said that he would come back ln
the same way inwhich he had gone into heaven. The fact that Jesus had a resurrection body that
was subject to spatial limitations (it could be at only one place at one time) means that jesus

went somernhere w}lLenhe ascended into heaven.

Charles Hodge, Sy stematic Theolo gy
If Christ has a true body, it must occupy a definite portion of space. And where Christ is, there
is the Christian's heaven.

Formula of Concord VIII,78
On the contrary, we hold that these words testify to the majesty of the human Christ; Christ
received this majesty according to his humanity at the right hand of the majesty and power of
God, so that he also can be and indeed is present where he wishes according to and with this
same assumed human nafure. He is present especially with his church and community on earth
as mediator, head, king, and high priest. He is not halfway presenf nor is just half of him
present. The entire person of Christ is present, to which belong both natures, the divine and the
human. He is present not only according to his deity, but also according to and with the
assumed human natute, according to which he is our brother and we are flesh of his flesh and
bone of his bone.


